[A clinical study concerning survival of operative cases for the transitional cell carcinoma of the upper urinary tract].
To identify prognostic factors influencing survival in transitional cell carcinoma (TCC) of the upper urinary tract, we retrospectively studied 189 (median age 70, 130 males and 59 females) patients who underwent surgical resection at our 3 hospitals from August 1980 to September 2006. After a median follow up of 47.8 months, 45 cases (23.8%) died of cancer and the 5-year and 10-year disease-specific survival rate (Kaplan-Meier method) was 70.5 and 67.1%. Because lymphatic and vascular involvements, pattern of infiltration and location of tumor had loss of data, only the univariate analysis was done. They were observed to be significantly different by the univariate analysis. The significant prognostic factors for survival using Cox-proportional hazard models were tumor stage, tumor grade, lymph node metastasis, and surgical margin status. Adjuvant chemotherapy was not the prognostic factor in our multivariate analysis.